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LIBERTY, NO. 28. 


—< ow 31990 Ge 


iN the laft number upon Liberty, mention 


was made of the excellency of the conftitution | 


of the State of Newhampfhire, as it refpects 
civil and religious Liberty, and notwithftand- 
ing all this, there is a lack, on which account, 
many are deprived of the privileges the con- 
Ritntion 2 allows every peaceable citizen. The 
reafon of this is, there is no law to punifh 
thofe who violate the conftitution. Had there | 
been an act pafled, declaring that whoever | 
fhould violate the conftitution, by one} 
mon ey from one denomination to fuppor 
preachers of another, and a fine as great as 
that in Maffachufetts for not having preach. | 


ing three months in every fix, which is not le(fs| 


than thirty dollars nor more than one hun- 
dred ;—innocent men would not be carried to | 
jail becaufe they are unwilling to fupport idle, | 
avaricious Priefr ; nor would they fee their | 
IWS, hogs or kor fes fold at half price to {up- | 
port men they never hear. It is true, there | 


is a round about way for them to try to obtain | 


ead tsoficy again, auc wilei they liave given 
itto the collector, they may have it again if 
they can get it. 

It has trequently been the cafe that mea | 
have feen their property taken from them by | 
iorce to fupport the gentleman of the town ; 
and to recover tt, they muft fue the town, fe | 
lawyers, pay avitne/fes, and attend courts, and 
appeal from one court to another, and fpend | 
perhaps from ten to one hundred dollars, and | 
if with all this coft and pains they get it, they | 


do better than many have. Such a plan of | 


obtaining their right, /aqwyers will approve of, 
and it may be, oppofe that which will prevent 
all fuch trouble. “How many poor men fuffer . 
trom year to year, becaufe they are not able 
to commence an action again{t thofe towns 
who rob them of their money to fupport 
hirelings ! Such condu& is nothing more or 
lefs than Safbionable robbery ; and pught to be 
prevented trom taking place in future. 

The only way to prevent this is, to pafs an 
act declaring that all {uch towns for ev ery 
fuch violation, thall pay a fine not more than 


000, nor lefs than—oo, to go to the fupport } 


of fuch poor men as have steiekers had their | 


ows or hogs taken by force to pay clergymen, ! 


contrary to that article in the conftitution 
which declares that no one denomination fhall 
be compelled to pay to the fupport of a teach- | 
er or teachers of another denomination. 
Several things have been done to prevent 


| thefe difficulties, which have never anfwered; II. On account of iis God has promifed to da 
| a very valuable purpofe, a nd allthe certificate | fucha work as fhall brirg all thefe things te 
| laws and other things have increafed the diffi- | norhing. 
| culties inftead of removing them; and the! I. ‘We obferve that the fear of Gad is /omctimes 
inhabitants of this State will never be wholly taught by the precepts of men. 
| free to enjoy civil and rig ious Liberty, {9 | By the fear of ‘Ged is mene our duty to 
| long as any law about religion is in force in | God ia general, and efpeciall ly the worfhip of 
the State. God. Almoft all nations acknowledge 4 God 
| When I fee thefe unneceflary laws concern- | chiefly to be feared, or worfhiped ; and while 
ing religion, it puts me in mind of a circum- } | og agree in this, they differ in the manner 
'ftance which once took place in England. | of its being done, becaufe men have give 
| A certain nobleman built a ftately palace, | rules or precepts to worfhip God by ; which 
and when it was done, there was one large | in Paul’s day was called worfhipping God ac- 
rock left near the corner of the building, | cording to law. The Mahometans believe it 
| where his friends ufed to drive their carriages | their duty to worfkip God ; but Mahomet 
when they vifited him. Some times when | muft tell them how to do it, viz. accordi ing to 
driving in the night, they would be in danger | the Aorax, The Roman Catholic believes it 
| of overetting theircarriazes by running againft | his duty to worthip God ; but the Pope muff 
it. They complained of him for leaving the | ‘tell him in what manner it is to be done. The 
' ftone there; he ordered a poit to be {et by it, ! | Ep if{copalian thinks it his duty to tear God ; 
but this did not prevent them from falling on but it mult be done according to the form 
the ftone. He then ordered a lamp to be | contained in the church prayer book. The 
hung on the poft and lighted every evening ; F | Lutherans are taught to worfhip Ged accord: 
this did not prevent the diticulty, for fome|ing to the directions given by Luther. The 
| while walking and looking at the lamp, would | Prefbyterians are taught to worfhip God, and 
fall over the ftone. At laft a frierd put him | the way prefcribed by Jobr Calvin. The 
| in a Way to prevent all theie difficulties, which | Congregaticnalifts are tavght to worfhip God 
| was to remove the lamp, the poft and the rock. according to what men of their order faid 
| This gave general fatisfaion to all his friends, was right for that denomination. The Qua- 
‘and to himfelf. This is the only way to be ; kers or Friends continue to worfhip God ac- 
done to prevent all the difficulties in the State | | cording to the manner firft adopted by George 
| re{pecting religious laws. Any law made by | Fox and others. The Baptilts conclude it 
men refpecting religion is wrong, and every | their duty to worfhip God according to the 
| thing done tomake {uch laws convenient is like | manner adopted by their denomination. ‘The 
fetting up the poft and lamp to guard people Methodifts think it their duty to worfhip the 
| againit that which was placed where it ought | true God, according to the precepts laid down 
not to be. | by Mr. Weiley in their difcipline, and the man 
| who walks or worfhips contrary to that,though 
| hi s conduct in other refpects is according to 
Khe Oreacher, inte INO. 14.) i the New Teftament, he muit be turned out of 
that conneétion. On this account it is that 
— ne a | the children of God who are true worfhippers 
| Tfaiah, XXTX. 14, 14. “ Wherefore the Lord | are divided into fo many parties and worfhip 
faid forasmuch as this people draw near to me | info many different forms at the prefent day. 
avith their mouth, and with their lips do honor; 1. The confequence of all thefe is, that 
me, but have removed their heart far from me, multitudes reft upon a form of Godlinefs with- 
and their fear toward me is taught by the precept out the power. 
of men. Therefore, bebold, 1 will proceed ta - a There is no doubt in my mind but that the 








marvellous work among this people, even a marvel- men who firft formed the book of common 
lous work and awonder : ‘ or the —- m of “thei ir | prayers, were good men, but introducing that 
wife men fhall perifh, and the underfianding of \to w arhip by, has introduced a form of god- 


their prudent men fhall be xe ilinefs without the power, and many who are 
Three things in thefe verfes are worthy of ; zealous to read the forms of prayers contained 


Qi 


notice. |in that book, are alfo zealous in perfecuting 
| I. That the fear of God is taught by the pre-| thofe who worfhip God in the dpirit and re- 
| cepts of men, jorce in Chrilk Jefus, having no confidence in 


II. Tie confequence of this is, that men refi \the fleth. This was the cafe among the Jews 
upon a form of Godline/s, without the power. in the days of Paul. Whey complained ot 
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him as one who perfuaded men to worfhip 
God contrary to law; or the precepts men 
a rule to worllitp God, 


had given as 
The fame 2 thing was done in England inthe 
days of Bunyan. He was accufed ¢ of worfhip- 


ping contrary to the form men had given, and | 


of courfe was confined in priton twelve years. 
Wherever any form of worfkip is impofed on 
men befides the New 
be a prayer boo Ky articles, or a Difcipline, men 
will be received as true worfhippers, or re- 
jected as falie ones, in proportion asthey receive 

or reject fuch precepts. This every oue may 
fee if they will look at the different denom- 
Inations ie worfhip according to their dif- 
ferent forms .which men have laid down for 
them to attend too in their worfhip. 
denomination fays, worfhip God ; but worfhip 
in our way, which is certainly the beft. The 
confequence of all this is the children of God 
are divided into parties, and often pafs each 
other unnoticed, barely becaufe they obey the 
precepts of mtn, while they are agreed in the 
things contained in the fcriptures, and were it 
not.that they are fubject to ordinances after 
the commandments and dottrines of men, 
they. would all rejoice to call each other 
brethren, and mutually would they engage, 


Teltament, whether it! 


Each | 
| copacy ofthe Met 


Coke ; he received 
‘received his froma! 
church ; and the firft bifhop in 
' 


marvellous in our eyes. 
this marvellous and woadarful work through 
all the earth. Amen, and Amen. 
Vell iL ee 
y : 9 
Reniarnxs on Mr. Merritt's Aninad- 
verfions °Fc. INo. 5. 
Having tuken notice of the Methodift’s 
name, and tome things reipecting the dodtrine 


of the Trinity, as {tated by Mr. Merritt, J fhall 
now proceed to a few obfervations upon the 

Epifcopal government of that denomination, as 
he has flated it inhis book. In p. 15, he has 
{tated the following : 

“ T appreh end you have betrayed a want of 
informatic n in attempting to derive the Epif- 
thodits from the church of 
re thefe: “ Francis | 
from Thomas' 


Rome. Your 
Afbury received his 
7 
ii 


| Tr iT) 
sack ii 


1 
e, 
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received his ordination 
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The Lord fpread but was a prefbyterin the church of England» 


and ordained Mr. Coke upon the fuppofition 
that a bifhop. and a prefbyter are the fame 
thing. This is certainly a cavil; it is like 
faying the man did not pay me nine-pence, he 

paid me twelve and ahalfcents. Ita bifhop 
and prefbyter are the fame thing, why does 
Mr. M. fay he was not ordained a bifhop, but 
was that which meant the fame thing. Af. 
ter denying and owning the fect, he fays a 
man called of God has aright to affume the 
office and aé& therein, w hich was the cafe with 


Mr. Welley. If he afflumed the office, God 


| never called him to it, if God called him to 


from Mr. Wefley ; he | 
f Op in the Epifcopal | 
that chorch | | dation in Mr. Wefley, and this I cannot do. 
from the bifhop of | 2 hough i in this page he owns this government 


ity there was no need of his afluming it. If 


he ailumed it, other men may aflume it too, 
and who fhall be judge ? Iam entirely will. 
ing to own that the Methodift government 
| Originated i in Mr. Wefley, and for that very 
'reaion cannot admit that it is from heaven ; 
unleis I give up that the government of Chriit 
mult give way for the one which has its foun- 


| Rome; fo that the foundation of this form of | OT! iginated in Mr. W. yet in page 14, he con- 
| ene is in Ro me, that great city which | fiders it the oe es eftablif hed by the 


in promoting each others joy on the journey | 


to eternal glory. 


Are thefe things never to, 


} 
have an end? they furely are foon to be done 


away, which leads to obierve ; 

Hii. That God bas promifed to do fuch a work 
as hall bring all thefe things to nothing. 

‘How will this be done ? Not by caufing 
fireto come down from heaven to confume 
them; but by bringing up precepts which 
fhall fo much exceed in glory as that thefe 


will ceafe to fhine, by reafon of a greater 


light. 
did at Ephefus in the days of Paul. 


They will come to nought as the books 
He held 


up the word of God as fomething fuperior to | 


_ others, and when the people faw it they 
eieéted all others for that. 
‘Such a marvellous work and a wonder God | 
is doing in this day. 
bas e been written by men called wife which | 
re now fearcely 


ufed by any! The reafon | Mr. Welley. 


ruleth over the kings of the earth. 
obfervation breaks this pretty 
Mr. Weiley was never ordained a bifhop 
then the Epifcopacy of 
**its foundation in Rome,” but in Mr. Wefley 

This, fir, you ought to have known before 
you undertook to give the fucceffion of the 
Epifcopacy of the Methodi&s. Itis true that 
Mr. Wefley was a prefbyter in the church of | 
England ; and in ordaining Thomas Coke, he | 
proceeded upon the fuppofition that a prefby- | 

ter and bifhop are the fame office ; 
preach ers 
thofe who hold the 
no flicklers for the fucecilion of Epifcopacy. | 
They believe (on ground which I think can. | 
not be taken from heme) that he who is man- 
ifeftly called of God to t! r€ office of a bifhop, | 
though he has not been ind 


How many vohimes' | a good ric at to afume the cfiice, and to a& 


“This was undo ubted!y the cafe with | 
He was never ordained a bifhop ; | 


therein. 


of all this is, people find that the fcriptures | but he was evidently called of God to exer- | 
excel all thefe things, as the Sun outfhines the | 


Moon and Stars. Articles, Difciptines, | 


bodies of Divinity, anolations, &c. are but! ordained a bifhop ; 


little regarded now to what they once were. 
A great number of Elders in one denomina- 
tion in New England have: lately agreed to | 
give up their party name and rules, and to 
endeavour to walk in the fpirit, and to con- 
form to what is commanded in the New 
Teftament, calling no man Father or Mafter. | 


tinually leaving thefe precepts of men, & fub- 
mitting to the perfect law of liberty to be free. 

This work goes fait on and profpers. There 
are great re* form: itions at the prefent day a-_ 


| 


cife the powers of that office ; and to fay he 


But one | Spofiles. 
chain, viz. that | with publifhing a 
: fo ler of the Methodilts is in the bifhe op, and oth- 
the Methodifts had not ¢€r minifters, inftead of being in Chrilt, and 


but the frip with them ; 
are not all of this opinion ; yet | of appointing the labourers their places and 
offices to be diftin@; are | Work in the vineyard, and of fuperintending 


As Mr. 
libel, for faying 


Sabin has charged me 
the pow- 


the church, I fhall here mention a few things 
which Mr. M. has brought to preve that the 
government ought to be there. He fays, 
page 11, “ It is not neceflary in an Epifcopal 
government that the rule fhould be wholly 
in the hands of the bifheps, but the predbyters, 
or elders, are ordained to a kind of copartner- 
but the right of ordination, 


| the affairs of the church, pertain chiefly to the 
| office of the bifhop. It is eafy to fee that a 
bifhop is:a higher office than a prefbyter, in 
the church of Chrift.” Here we feea bifhop 


Jucted by man, has fet up — all the reft, inftead of being fer- 


vant ofall. There is nothing faid about pref- 
| by ters in the New Teftament, and the word 
| prefoytery is mentioned but once, and it is 
| fuppofed to mean the fame as bifhop, elder or 
‘overfeer. There is no doubt of there being 


'fhould not ufe the office, becavfe he was not | bifhops mentioned in the New. Teftament, 


the great Shep d of the fheep 


is the wa as to fay, that but there is no mention of but one bifhop 
as putit out of , there above the reft, and that is Yefus Chriff 


his power to ni and qua! te aman for his | 44¢ great Shepherd and Bifbop of our fouls, and 
fervice, without in fome cafes, the concurrence | every attempt:to fet up:a bifhop above the 


i and ailiftance ofa corrupt miniftry.” 


|reft, and over the brethren, is-an attempt on 


There are feveral curiofities in this quota-|the fide-of Anti-Chrift, let who. will do it. 


tion ; 


in the firft place Mr. M. acknowledges | Mr. M. gives a.quotation from Clement, as 


that the Meshodift Epifcopal Government follows, “ To the high prieft his proper off- 
Brethren of different denominations are con-| has its foundation in Mr. Welley, and not in | Ces Were appointed ; the priefts had their prop- 


the church of Rome. 


This proves it of man, | ¢v Order, and the levites- their proper fervicesy 


and it will of courfe come to nothing. After | OF deaconfhips, and the laymen. what . was 


| this, he owns it has its foundation in one who | Proper for laymen.” 


was not ordained a bithop, of courfe there is 


mong profcilers of religion, as ver as Cen nothing but the name of Epifcopacy in it. He 


athers. This isthe Lord’s do nd it is 


fay s Af 





This Clement applied 
to the difribution of orders in the Chriftian 
Church, bifhops, priefts, and deacons.’ 


Mr, Wefley was never ordained a bifhop, ' Tere isa part of the law of Mofes introducedy 
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and Aaron, with all his fine clothes on, is} which proceeded out of his mouth, as they | tain of the church, and he killed james the 
brought up as a copy for the minifters of | are recorded by the Evangelifts. | brother of John with the SwORm, After the 
Chrift to imitate; this plan was invented | After he was fentas God’s Apoffle, he chofe | death of James, there was but eleven again, 
about the third century and !aid a foundation | twelve whom he called Apoftles, whom he fent | unlefs Matthias {tood as one (pro. tem. ) but 
to erect all the Popes in Rome and all other | to bear his name to the Gentiles & kings. They | whether this be fo or not, this is certain, that 
churches where one man was confidered hav- are called the Apo/fles of the Lamb ; they were | Paul was one of the twelve, and that when the 
ing more fenfe than all the reff. Here is | commiflioned to go into ail the world & preach | twelve A poltles fet on twelve thrones judging 
another quotation from Ignatius; ‘ There- | the gofpel to every creature. The meflage of | the twelve tribes of Ifrael, Paul will be ons 
fore as Chrift did nothing without the Father, ithe Apofiles, was a very important one ;—* He | of the twelve. Thoughthe Apofiles were a 
fo neither do ye, whether prefbyter, deacon, that believeth and is baptized fhall be faved, | {pectacle to the world, angels and men, and fet 
or laic, any thing without the bifhop.” Mr. and he that believeth not fhall be damned,” | forth laft to give all the law neceflary for 
M. fays the church was under an epifcopal| was the word they carried to all nations. | men to obey, and theugh confidered the filth 
government until the reformation. His words! ‘They were divinely qualified. They declar- of the earth; yet they were the greateft bleff- 
are, ‘From this. time to the reformation, | ed what they had fees and 4eard, and what/| ing of any ever on the earth before or after, 
epifcopacy was ever eftablifhed where churches | their hands had handled of the word of life. | excepting the Lord Jefus Chrift. Itis con 
were eftablifhed.”’? This is true, for almofi all Paul, though the laft, had feex him. “ For cluded by the learned, that after the Apottles 
were under the pope. | this very purpofe have | appeared unto thee, | had refided fome mere than (8 years in Je- 


It feems a reformation upfet epifcopacy, and that thou mayeft be a witnefs of what thou! rufalem, that they difperfed themfelves into: 


fhould there be a reformation, or forming halt fees. Laft of all he was feen of me.’”’| other countries preaching the gofpel to the 
according to the New Tcftament, this epifcopal As the great truth they proclaimed turned | different nations of the earth, according to 
government founded by Mr. Wefley, would on the certainty of Chrill’s refurrection, it was the command of their glorious matter who 
undoubtedly come to an end. 'needful that the Apoftles fhould have fen | faid, “ go ye into all the world, and preach 
When I firft begun my rematks on Mr.'the Lord. Their preaching was accompani-| the gofpel to every creature.” 
Merritt’s book, it was-my defign to have ed with “ Signs and wonders, and with divers} ‘There 1s one miftake concerning the A-. 
written more than this, but as they have ac-' miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoft.” They | poftles which multitudes are in, which ought 
knowledged the truth of what Ihave written, had no fucceflors in office, they were the laft ; | to be corrected. Many miniflers, while read- 
by their entire filence, I fhall forbear at pref. but continue to preach andteftify in their writ- | ing that the Apoftles met at Jerufalem to de- 
ent, and enter upon fubjeéts- more pleafing iags down to this day, and will until the end | cide upon a matter which took place among 
than fuch governments as thele invented by , of the world. | 





the Gentiles, conclude it is their duty to do 
men. Should any complain that enough is| There has arifen a difficulty inthe minds of the fame, and on that account they meet in 

















not written, I fhall begin again, as I. have fome concerning the number of the Apoftles councils to decide after the example of the 
uaterials enough for fix months more, fhould | of Chrift. Dr. Mofheim, thought-Chrilt had | Apoitles. The fact is, the apoftles decided ev- 
they be called for. thirteen Apofiles ; but this isa contradi@ion of ery thing that needed to be done of that na- 
It is my defire and prayer, that all may | the whole New Teftament, which mentions | ture, and what we have to do, is, to abide by 
unite. fubmitting to the Lord Jefus, as /aw-; only twelve. This was the firft’ number ;' their decifion without adding or diminifhing 
giver, Bifhop and Saviour, and # bave. one} thefearethenames. Simon Peter ;-—Andrew ;| one word. 
Lord, and his name one. — James ;— Fobn 3; —Phillip ;—Bartholemew 3} If the General Court make laws, of courfe 
—Thomas ;— Matthew ;—Fanies the fon of Al-. no other can make laws, it belongs to towns 
aa (Elie pheus 3 — Fade ;~ Simon ;~—‘Fudas ;-Thefe were | to obey fuch laws, and not follow their exam- 
. . . ~ the firft twelve... Judas loft his part, by tranf ple in making,more. ‘The law is bound u 
THE APOSTLES. greflion, and his Biiboprick a gee alg an. a the chides is fealed up among Chrift’s 
« ' i other.. This is mentioned by Peter, As i. | difciples, who are his Apoftles, and he that 
A fubferiber, and brother wifes an account Y{}17, 18, 19, 20, * For he was numbered with adds to them, will have the plagues added to 
the Apyiles fo be given through this medium, al- (us, and had obtained part of this miniflry,' him. Let this word be engraved on every 
fa wifbes to know if Paul was one of the twelve. For it is written in the book of Pfalms, let | mind,—“ Hin fhall ye hear in ail things.” The 
This eve will endeavour now to attend too. his habitation. be defolate, and let no-man/! Apoftles were ‘in Chrift’s ftead; and had the 
The word Apofile, fignifies a meflenger fent | dwell therein ; and his Bifhoprick, let anoth- mind of Chrift; and thofe who hear them, hear 
by one in authority on fome very important} er take.” After Judas was dead, there was | him; and thofe who reject them, reje@ him. 
bufinefs, and furnifhed with extraordinary | only Eleven: . Whether the A pofiles were di- 
power to act for him who fent him.. The} vinely diref&ed to choofe Matthias or nat, is ee OL LLL eam 
icriptures mention thirteen Apoftles, viz. Fe- | not mentioned ; let this. be as it may, it is AN ADDRESS TO THE 
fxs Chrift, {ent by God; and twelve more-fent | certain: he is not reckoned as one of the twelve Didireat Helitious Soaistia 
by him. * As the Father hath fent me, fo} Apoftles of the Lamb, though he might for ifferent ~~ ocienes, on the facred 
fend I you.” fome time be confidered one. As he. was | import of the Chriftian Name. 
2 Jefus Chrift is called the Apof/e, in Heb. ! confidered one, there was, (in the view of the {conTrINUED.] 
all, Fy = Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers | other Apoftles) twelve. Soon after they had s.. Partyifm is calculated to fill the mouths 
of the heavenly calling, confider the pofile | chofe Matthias by lot, Paul was called to be | of gainfayers with arguments againft us. For 
and high prieft of onr profeffon, Chritt Jefus.” | an Apoftle, though he never faw the other we preach, that the religion we recommend 
hiis charatter as Apofile is of importance, and | Apoftles till fourteen years after his conver-|to the world is a religion of love ; is a fpirit 
ought ‘to be under{tood by all. He came) fion. He filled the place which Judas loft,| of amity and concord— that itis pure, peaceable, 
from God, as his Apoftle, to preach good .tid- | and this made twelve without Matthias. Jefus | and eafy ta be intreated—it is that {pirit of char- 
ings to the meek, broken hearted, and captives ;; Chrift told his difciples that fome of them, ity which Juffereth long, and is kind—envicth nef, 
to fuch his meflage is addrefled, and fuch con-| fhould. be killed, this took’ place after Paul | vaunteth not itfeJf—is not puffcd up, doth not be- 
lider him as a great Aprile. Every perfon| became an Apoltle. This is mentioned in | have itfelf unfeemly—fecketh not her own—is not 
may judge of his character and office as an | Acts xu. 1, “ Now about that time, Herod | eafily provoked—thinketh no evil—rejoiceth not in 
pyile, by attending to the gracious words! the king firetched forth his hands to vex cer- | iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth—beareth all 
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their bretl 

accurately in the arts of war, furnifhes them 
with weapons which are carnal, not mighty 
throuch God to the pulling down the Prong halds of | 
fatan and of fin- weapons, not prepared to 
fioht and overcome their foes, but to wound, 


ali : de Rroy their friet “As. Here they are not 


name) the minds of their hearers are turned | 
from the love of the brethren to hate them, 
and, view them o ften as outcatts from God. 

~. Another evil t 
is that frequently in the fame neigbourhood, | 
and at the fame time, there are feveral wor-' 
thiping affemblies in oppofition to one anoth- 


2 


er; whe n the whole might conveniently con- 
ftitute one affembly only. Each of thefe par- 
ties, in their own opinion have God engaged 


on their fide, and in oe to the others 
Let chriltians blufh and be afhamed, at he 
recollection ! Does not this look too like an-| 


heathenifm, when each nation had their 
God, who took part with them aga inf the reft, 


Heraid of Gospel Liberty. 


“| Rawide array againtt the notions, and whims of | account for it, on other principles. 


| 


tau: ee to fight t the good fight of faith—to put on: 
th le armour of God, Fc. But they are | 
cant t to think lightly of other chrittians, 
perh aps be thet than themfe lves, and to beware | 
OF them as dangerous. ‘Thus, by thefe ftrat- 
agems of ie devil (for they deferve no better 


judice 
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66 Yes,” 
fay they, “ he knows where he is; if he were 
at fuch pl he would preach other doétrine. 
‘Thus men often make void the command- 
ments of God, through their own traditions. 
Under ef diftrefling circumflances, fre- 
quent ‘ly thofe whom God has fent to preach 
the everlafting Gofpel, have to turn out into 
the hedges, and high ways, expofed to wind 
and weather; and call, to the Gofpel featt, 
thofe who are not too full of pride, or pre. 
to hear them. 

We have long bee 
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nerying out againtt the 


| church of Rome for her (ia pertti tious, and un- 


| 


hat arifes out of partyifm | 


{criptural inventions ; w hile we have neither 
fufpefted, nor examined our own ; as 
ith ugh the world did not fee and many of 
our acquaintances know, that we neither 
a nor even pretend to have, a thus faith 

e Lerd tor many 7 ngs we both d> and: teach. 
‘Aiea for us! the children of this” world are 


| to this day wif 


be enabled to withftand the e wiles of the devil, | both in times of war and peace? Thefe diffe or - 

and combat his temptations—that they may | ent divifions, and fabdivittons, have, their dif. | 

renounce the allurements of the wail and | ferent houlés of worfhip built, and dedicated | 

mortify their members which are upon the | according to the pattern of their own mind. | 

earth—that, Looking unto Sofi us the author and| Their holy domes are the facred property of | 
:72 


fin? /i2er of fait by they 
i race that is fet before them—forgetting 
the things that are behind, and reaching for-| 
ward to the things that are before, they may 
prefs towards the mark, of the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chrift Jefus. There-| 


fore they defire, not to be always learning | 


the firft principles of the doétrines of Chrift,| yet he cannot be adm 


put to go on tow ards perfection. 
they arrive at the place, which is called by' 
the name of God, how much are their fouls: 
grieved, and dilappointed? Are they there | 
caught to difdain, in comparifon, all other | 
knowledge but that of Jefus crucified for th 
fins of a guilty world? to imitate that ae : 
that led him to Calvary and the Crofs? to 
breathe, in the midft of perfecution and re- 
proach, of fufering and — that prayer of | i 
Love, Father fargive them 2? No, this is nor the 
fpirit that is inculcated ; this | is not the clin 
ion that is taught them from the facred defk. 
‘he preacher rifes and exhibits a few things. 
relpecting the firft principles of religion, which 
molt of them have lor= fince learned by rote. 
‘Then infead of turnmog to the right, and | 
jeading them into the marrow and tatnefs of 
the Gofpel, wut0 g? cen pafiure s by the fill waters ; 
eaufing them to lay down , and reft in God ; 
ke a warrior he roulesthem to arms, whe 

to the left, and teaches them to fight not in- 
Geed the battles of the Lord, but imaginary | 
enes.—He iets their notions and whims 
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and generally one of the ftiffett 


’ 


of the fect carries the keys. When, there- 
‘fore, a ftranger pafles along, though in pur- 


' fuit of the loft fheep of the houfe ‘of Ifrael | 


and though he may have clean hands, and a} 
pure heart; 
inother for fake of Chrift, and the Gofpel ; 
mitted to preach, nor to} 
her 


aoe 


chriftian. His name t 
mutt be delivered up ; 3 name of his fea 
the articles of his creed, Should it hap- 
pen, that he was not 2a ed] by the 
ee ees or if he did not wifh him 
be known by the name of any particular party, 
he mutt pafs on, though the pe: ople e were de ht 
ing in their fins, and deRitute of {tated preach- 
ing. Hecomes to another temple, rotting 
to the ground, unoc cupied—the hi inges of | 


efore, and firname 


felt 
awed 


to 


a+ 
Le 


may have forfaken father, and | 
| lafting will their union be. 


But when|teach, unlefs ne be forret! hing more than a | 
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name of | 


rin their generations than the 


children of light. They have long fince 
learned that fhort, though important “Jeffon, 
united we fland, divided we fall: But we will di- 
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vide, & rend in pieces, and yet expedt te ftand. 
To remove the caufe cf divifion, that 


effet may ceale, is a work, which fhould cn- 


’ 
the 


' 
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gage the attention of every good man. In 
Order to this we fhould « certai inly sudge righteous 
tudoment. Wefhould let truth have its due 


weight, and afcribe the effect to its preper 


caufe. Nowwhere fhall we find an inflance 
of a lafting feparation an taken place in 


the charch of Chrilt by a clofe and ftri@ ad- 
herence to the word of God on each fide? It 
isa fact confirmed, by hiftory and obfervation, 
that the more soins any body of cbritti ans 
| adhere to the word of God, as the ho ly fand- 
ard of faith and ocala he more firm, and 
And, on the con- 
| trary, the farther they depart from the fim- 
plicity of the word, by the introdudtion of hu- 
man inventions, the more certainly and {peed- 
ily do corruption, fchifm, & defolation follow. 

That fchifm does exift in the chriftian church 


is a lamentable truth ; and that human in- 


| ventions are the caufe of it is too evident to 


| | {chifmatics. 


| the doors rufting with idlenefs, and the peo- | | 


ple around perithing for lack of knowledge ; 
but unlefs he can embrace that mazi/in, which 
has diftinguifhed them asa party, he cannot 
| be admitted there. 

He goes on, and ¢ 


le g comes to another, they 
‘bid him enter in and 


preach—But fhould he | 


js, advance any thing which does not tend to| 


'ftrengthen their party, they will either oppofe | 


| Bi m™” to his face, or go away, and revile him | 
id his back. Ort nough he fhould preach 


ithe things they approve, and would extol in 
Name ; 


| one of ‘thei rown 
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yet, if hum they will | a 
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be denied: therefore, let that man, or fet of 
en, who have introduced, or are the fup 

porters of them be regarded as the true 
And let fuch inventions be for 
ever excluded from the church ; and then, 
and not till then, will the unity of the fpirit, 
_and bond of peace be reftored. 
{ro BE CONTINUED. 
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